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From isolated island and Forest 
peoples, to new York toughs, the 
phenomenon known as tribalism 
seems as strong as ever. what 
makes a tribe? and whY do we keep 
Forming them, especiallY now our 
increasing connectedness would 
seeminglY render tribes redundant? 
is there something more at plaY 
here? Chris Wright braves the 
Freezing and hostile extremities oF 
bulgaria with a modern daY tribe oF 
travelling FootY Fans, to get to the 
heart oF our search For belonging, 
even in a borderless world

THE NEW 
TRIBALISM

tribalism

WODAAbE MEN DECORAtED 
fOR GEREWOL fEStIVAL. 

tHIS tRIbE LIVES IN SMALL 
NOMADIC GROupS ON tHE 

bORDERS Of CHAD AND NIGER 
IN CENtRAL AfRICA
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MEN pAINtED WItH RED 
AND bLACk VEGEtAbLE 

DYE WAtCH A bRAZILIAN 
GOVERNMENt pLANE fLY 

OVERHEAD (above and right). 
tHE pHOtOS, tAkEN IN 2008, 

REVEAL A tHRIVING, HEALtHY 
COMMuNItY Of pEOpLE WItH 

bASkEtS fuLL Of MANIOC 
AND pApAYA fRESH fROM 

tHEIR GARDENS

t soon became 
clear that the 
photos had been 
planned and 
distributed by a 
man called José 
Carlos Meirelles, 
an expert on 
indigenous tribes 
employed by fuNAI, 
brazil’s National 
Indian foundation, 
which is tasked 
with protecting the 
rights of people 

such as these. Meirelles had 
planned the pictures in order 
to demonstrate to a cynical 
world that there are still tribes 
living, and thriving, in complete 
isolation. He did this in order to 
stop the steady encroachment 
into the Amazon jungle, which 
is gradually forcing these tribes 
into ever narrower pockets of 
land, and endangering them.

BEST LEFT ALONE
It seems strange, in our modern 
and connected world, to think of 
tribes like these, unaware of the 
existence of the rest of us, or 
of anything at all to do with the 
outside world. but piers Gibbon, 
in his book tribes: endangered 
Peoples of the World, says that 
in the 21st century, at least 150 
million people currently belong 
to tribes — and that more 
than 100 indigenous tribes 
are thought to live in complete 
isolation from other people. 

Indeed, there may well 
be more than that. fuNAI in 
brazil recognises at least 77 
uncontacted tribes either within 
brazil, or in the countries 
like peru and Colombia on its 
northwestern borders. And West 
papua, the Indonesian province 
formerly known as Irian Jaya, 
which takes up half of the island 
otherwise occupied by papua 
New Guinea, still has around 44 
uncontacted groups. 

Indeed, they must remain 
uncontacted. fuNAI, or 
its predecessor the Indian 
protection Service, used to 
make it a policy to contact 
isolated tribes in order to open 
up the Amazon basin. they even 
employed specialist explorers, 
a dangerous profession if ever 
there was one, for the job. 

but the results were usually 
disastrous. “Contact with 
outsiders resulted in the deaths 

of thousands upon thousands 
of tribespeople throughout the 
region, who had no immunity to 
Western infectious diseases like 
flu, measles and the common 
cold,” writes Gibbon. 

“peoples such as the 
Matis of brazil, who were first 
contacted in 1978, suffered from 
epidemics and many died; in the 
1980s it was reported that there 
were not enough healthy Matis 
to bury the tribe’s dead.” Earlier 
contact was worse. It is thought 
that many tribes we today 
would consider uncontacted, 
are descendents of people who 
fled during the rubber boom in 
the Amazon from the late 19th 
century to about 1912 — during 
which indigenous people were 
massacred or forced  
into slavery. 

“Around 90 per cent of 
the indigenous population 
are thought to have died, and 
survivors fled deeper into the 
forest to escape the violence,” 
says Gibbon. “It is easy to 
understand why the people 
descended from these refugees 
might choose to reject contact 
with the outside world.” for 
more than 20 years now, 
fuNAI’s mandate has changed 
completely: locate tribes but 
leave them alone, protecting 
their land from encroachment.

the brazilian authorities  
are not the only ones to reach 
this conclusion. One of the  
most remarkable group of 

people on Earth must be the 
Sentinelese, who live on North 
Sentinel Island within the 
Andaman Islands in the bay of 
bengal, nominally part of India. 
It is commonly said that this 
tribe has descended from  
a population that has lived on 
the island for 60,000 years, 
although what we know about 
them today is limited by the 
fact that contact is no longer 
permitted with them. 

In May, 2008, a series of photographs appeared on front pages and 
websites around the world. Clearly taken from a plane, it showed 
members of a tribe in a forest clearing, aiming makeshift wooden 
weapons at the sky as if to scare off the aircraft. There was a thatched 
roof and a small group of people — one with deep black skin, and two 
more, the ones bearing the weapons, apparently painted red. This, 
we learned, was an uncontacted tribe near the Peru-Brazil border — 
people who had never had any interaction with the outside world.

sentinelese
Don’t mess with the 

Sentinelese in the 
Bay of Bengal, India. 
With their dark skin 

and short stature, 
these warriors are of 
African descent and 
are known for their 

extremely hostile 
attitudes. Even the 
most conciliatory 

visitors bearing gifts 
of coconuts were  

met with a “hello”  
of hurled arrows  

and stones

tribalism
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On the internet, we’re all tribal. We create 
our own micro-communities on Facebook, 
while our children create artificial worlds 

in Minecraft. There is an accepted term 
called Cybertribalism to describe these 

trends. Cyber tribes, say Godfried Williams 
and Johnnes Arreymbi of the University 
of East London, “are a group of people in 
a virtual community that have attributes 

such as a common language, similar belief 
systems, culture, traditions, practices 

and interest. The purpose of such a tribe, 
just like any tribe, is to communicate, 

disseminate information and  
build relationships.”

cyBER TRIBES

MEMbERS Of tHE MAtIS tRIbE 
StAND WItH tHEIR bLOW-DARt 

WEApONS DuRING tHE CLOSING 
CEREMONY Of tHE XII ANNuAL 
INDIGENOuS GAMES IN pORtO 

SEGuRO, bAHIA StAtE, bRAZIL. 
AbOut 1,100 MEMbERS Of 42 

tRIbES pARtICIpAtE IN tHE GAMES

Matis
The piercings  of 

this Brazilian tribe 
will command the 
respect of even the 

most anarchistic 
Punks. Throughout 
a lifetime, a Matis 
will gain piercings 
on the ears, nose, 

nostrils, and below 
or above the lips. The 

piercings increase 
in number, and 

ornaments become 
larger (earrings up 

to five centimetres in 
diameter) over time, 
signifying seniority 

in the tribe

the Census of India 
records them having an official 
population of 39, based on 
the 2001 survey, yet that was 
conducted by researchers 
peering from a boat positioned 
offshore. More likely is that 
there are in fact several 
hundred of them. they have 
tended to act with hostility 
towards any attempted visitor — 
and when several researchers 
were killed in other islands in 
the Andamans while attempting 
to make contact in the 1990s, 
the decision was made to leave 
them alone forever. 

they are not altogether 
isolated from technology: 
they’re known to have made 
tools from metal, after ships 
were wrecked on nearby reefs. 
Yet even so, they are considered 
to be about as remote as it is 
possible to be on this planet. 
“they are commonly described 
as 'Stone Age', a term that has 
angered many campaigners 
who believe it denigrates the 
achievements of tribal people,” 
says Gibbon. “And the tribe is 
often presented as an example 
of man living in a natural, 
pristine state.”

TRIBAL YEARNINGS
So what exactly makes a tribe? 
It’s an inexact term, and some 
think, an offensive, colonial 
one. Generally, people belong 
to a tribe if they share the same 
customs and language and 
are descended from the same 
ancestors. Or, and perhaps this 
is the crucial point, they think 
of themselves as a tribe, as a 
collective and defined group of 
people acting together. 

It is hard to be precise about 
it. As anthropologists have 
noted, the Amba tribe of uganda 
speak two different languages, 
but consider themselves one 
tribe. the Dorobo of kenya hunt 
and live with the more famous 
Masai and Nandi, yet consider 
themselves a completely 
separate individual tribe. While 
no definition will quite be right 
for everyone, it is the sense of 
separateness from other groups 
and ways of life that seems to 
make a tribe.

Lately though, it seems that 
we in the developed world have 
been fascinated by tribes — and 
even perhaps yearning for some 
of their value systems. “the sad 

irony is that even as we destroy 
these tribal cultures, now is the 
time when we need them more 
than ever,” writes bruce parry, 
the anthropologist and journalist 
who knows more than most 
about tribal behaviour, having 
lived for periods of months at 
a time with 15 different tribes 
when researching a tV series. 

“Rather than wrecking the 
planet, we could be listening 
and learning from their long-
standing knowledge about how 
to lead a more sustainable 
life and how to protect the 
environment. they have lots to 
teach us,” he says. 

Others point towards 
the recent wistfulness in 
parenting manuals towards 
tribal upbringings, which are 

considered to be more child-
centred and communal, with 
less separation between parents 
and child, than they see as being 
the case in the West. If you’ve 
ever heard the proverb: “It takes 
a village to raise a child,” that 
too comes from a tribe, the 
Yoruba from Nigeria.

In reality though, there’s 
no sense in romanticising 
the realities of tribal life. 
“All too often people from 
the ‘developed’ world put 
tribal cultures on a pedestal, 
seeing them through rose-
tinted spectacles as pristine 
and gentle with perfect 
environmental credentials and  
a great sense of community,” 
says parry. 

“this may contain some 
truth in comparison to our 
own culture, but to sweepingly 

LaTeLy 
THOugH, iT 
seems THaT 
we in THe 
deveLOPed 
wOrLd 
Have been 
fascinaTed 
by Tribes — 
and even 
PerHaPs 
yearning 
fOr sOme Of 
THeir vaLue 
sysTems

tribalism
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A LIVERpOOL fAN WItH fACE 
pAINt At tHE INtERNAtIONAL 

CHAMpIONS Cup GAME bEtWEEN 
LIVERpOOL fC AND AC MILAN At 

tHE bANk Of AMERICA StADIuM IN 
CHARLOttE, NORtH CAROLINA

brand such societies as idyllic 
is deeply patronising.” for 
his part, parry has witnessed 
the extreme end of tribalism 
too — cannibalism with 
the kombai in West Africa; 
female circumcision with the 
Daasanach in Ethiopia; warfare 
with the Suri and Nyangatom 
in Ethiopia; inebriation with the 
Sanema in Venezuela; and the 
violent abuse of women with the 
Hamar in Ethiopia. Sure, tribal 
people may indeed have lessons 
for us, but these practices are 
likely not among them.

perhaps our modern 
fascination with tribes has to 
do, for some least, with a loss 
of our sense of community. 
It is now completely normal, 
whether you’re in London, 
Singapore, taipei, New York 
or New Dehli, to spend years 
in an apartment without ever 
knowing your neighbours’ 
names. Sometimes, you won’t 
even know who they are. 

While we are connected to 
everybody through technology, 
we’re also increasingly 
individual, and selfish too. It’s 
almost as if there’s a feeling, 
planned or otherwise, that we 
somehow don’t help each other 
now in ways that we once did. 
We put our elderly into nursing 
homes instead of helping them 
ourselves, and look at an iphone 
instead of passing the time of 
day in a conversation. In short, 
we don’t want to be dependent 
on anybody else — and don’t 
want anyone else to depend 
on us.

perhaps that makes us look 
with envy upon what we perceive 
as the more simple lives of 
tribal people, uncluttered by 
tax returns and phones that 
won’t sync and the internal 
politics of whichever family to 
spend Christmas or Chinese 
New Year with. We admire 
their inter-dependent sense of 
community — because it doesn’t 
exist anymore in our society. Or 
does it?

OFF WITH THE REDS
It is 3am on a late November 
tuesday, when discovery 
Channel Magazine sets off for 
Liverpool John Lennon Airport 
(“Above us only sky”) to catch 
the official Liverpool football 
Club supporters’ flight to Sofia, 
the capital city of bulgaria. 

Liverpool fC is set to play the 
team pfC Ludogorets Razgrad, 
a minnow of European football 
whose home stadium, with 
a capacity of 6,500 seats in a 
forested region of northeastern 
bulgaria, is so small that 
tonight’s Champions League 
football game must instead be 
played in the country’s national 
stadium. As we speak, about 
2,000 Liverpool fans are making 
the trip.

the mood at the gate is 
grizzled, but convivial. Most of 
the 150 people on this particular 
plane know somebody else here, 
by sight if not by name. Once 
we’re on board, the air crackles 
with local “Scouse” accents, and 
an endless stream of anecdotes 
about past adventures following 
the team around Europe. 

“D’ya remember when we 
went to Santiago de Compostela 
when we got Celta Vigo in 
the ’98 uefa Cup?” You really 
haven’t lived until you’ve heard 
a Scouser say Santiago de 
Compostela.

this is, by any standards, an 
inconvenient and expensive trip. 
European games fall on working 
weekdays, so we are flying early 
on a tuesday morning, for a 
game that will take place on 
Wednesday night in a roofless, 
facility-free stadium in minus 
four degrees — before being 
shepherded back to the airport 
to fly straight home and land 
at 4am on thursday, in most 
cases to go back to work having 

already surrendered two days of 
annual leave.

the cost is about £500 
(uS$780) per person in a place 
where the average weekly wage 
is £473.50 before tax, and that’s 
without considering the two-
fifths of working age people 
in Liverpool who don’t have a 
job. but for this hardy crew, 
the suffering is part of the fun 

of it all — mini tortures to be 
harvested for stories to be told 
in pubs ahead of future games, 
across equally far-flung parts of 
Europe and the world.

dCM is sitting next to 
two die-hard fans, Mick and 
pete, who demonstrate the 
curious mix of demographics 
involved among the most tribal 
of football fans. Mick is 54, 

wHiLe we are 
cOnnecTed 
TO everybOdy 
THrOugH 
TecHnOLOgy, 
we're aLsO 
increasingLy 
individuaL.
we dOn'T 
wanT TO be 
dePendenT 
On anybOdy 
eLse — and 
dOn'T wanT 
anyOne eLse 
TO dePend  
On us

tribalism

liverpool 
Football 

Fans
The mark of a 
true Liverpool 

fan is a wardrobe 
full of (preferably 

autographed) scarlet 
jerseys. In the 

company of fans, be 
careful not to talk 
about Suarez that 

way — they may bite. 
Or they’re dying to 
be bitten, like the 
fan who tattooed 

tooth marks of the 
infamous footballer 

with the caption, 
“Suarez was ere”

a grandfather, and a father 
of a baby. He used to run a 
scaffolding business, now 
operates a taxi, and lives so 
close to the airport that today 
he walked to check-in from his 
house. pete, about the same 
age, is a plasterer. these are 
neither the youthfully fervent 
(who can’t afford it) or the high-
flying wealthy (who are too busy 

working) that you might have 
expected. Chiefly, they are blue-
collar labourers with the ability 
to set their own working hours, 
and for whom trips like these 
constitute a considerable part of 
their income. 

Mick and pete have seen the 
world by following their beloved 
Liverpool team from city to 
city. Mick has been to nine of 

Liverpool’s 10 European finals 
since the 1970s, hitchhiking to 
Rome for the first of them at 
the age of 17. His attendance 
has covered the defining twin 
disasters of 1980s football, 
Heysel and Hillsborough. And 
through the prism of random 
cup draws, he has discovered 
Europe too. He’s been to 
Auschwitz, but only because 

of “that time we drew Lech 
poznan in the European Cup”. 
He really liked the architecture 
of budapest, which he visited 
“because we had that first-
round game against Debrecen  
in 2009. One-nil, it was.” I will 
later meet someone who has 
never been on an aircraft — 
except to follow Liverpool in 
European football.
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fANS Of uS ROCk bAND kISS pOSE 
IN fRONt Of tHE fAIRGROuND 

HALL IN ERfuRt, CENtRAL-
EAStERN GERMANY

kiss arMy
Given the name, it 
is inevitable that 

people associated 
fans of Kiss with 

militants or 
guerillas. But in 
truth, they were 
not that far off. 
Determined to 

get Kiss on a radio 
programme, the 
"army" penned 

letters threatening 
to blow up the radio 
station if they didn’t 

start playing Kiss. 
In today’s language, 

that’s terrorism

tribalism

“I think,” says Mick, “that 
I am more important to this 
club than Steven Gerrard,” he 
notes, referring to the revered 
Liverpool captain. “Not just me. 
people like the ones on this 
plane.” Gerrard himself, who 
understands the people who 
support him, might well agree 
with this. Without the lifeblood 
of committed fans, these clubs 
are not nothing exactly, but 
would be much reduced in 
stature and global reach.

this will be the 103rd ground 
that Mick has visited, but 
everyone is always looking up at 
somebody else who has shown 
even greater dedication. One 
famed fan has been to 70 of 

Liverpool’s last 71 away games 
in Europe. He only missed the 
other one because he had a 
heart attack on the way to it, 
and the plane had to be diverted 
en route to Romania. the legend 
is cemented by the fact that he 
is not known ever to have had a 
legal job. “I do a bit of driving,” 
he says, almost conspiratorially.

Having arrived in Sofia and 
been transferred to a hotel, 
attention turns somewhat 
inevitably to the location of the 
nearest Irish pub. Mick and 
pete have researched this at 
considerable length and settled 
upon one that they think will be 
fit for purpose. then, hundreds 
of Liverpool fans converge there 
as one, speaking earnestly not 

just about the (lamentable) 
recent state of the team, but 
about recent travels, favourite 
moments, songs, stories and 
memories. the club for them is 
community, holiday and context. 
their wives and partners can’t 
understand it — there are an 
awful lot of stories about failed 
marriages — but it just has 
to be done. “this will sound 
weird,” says Mick, “but I don’t 
even like football. I’m just a 
Liverpool fan.”

I am mugged while in 
bulgaria. It’s no big deal — five 
young men set upon me and my 
friend. I am hit and kicked, but 
not with any conviction. they 
just want my bag, and after a 

brief consideration 
of what’s in it, I 
let them have it. 
Other bulgarians 
are swiftly with me 
though, apologetic 
and concerned. And 
within minutes, 
extraordinarily, 
they have gotten 
my bag back, with 
nothing missing 
but, somewhat 
strangely, my 
Liverpool scarf. 

Shaken though, 
it is now admittedly 
disconcerting 
to keep walking 
through 
Sofia’s darker 
thoroughfares and 
underpasses near 
the stadium, in a 
city and surrounded 
by a language that 

I don’t know. And it is soon 
with great relief, that I see 
the familiar reds of scarves 
and hats, the familiar accents, 
and am enfolded back into the 
community of away fans who 
occupy a sectioned-off corner 
of the ground. this is for now, 
for want of a better word, 
family. Even so far from home, 
all is suddenly familiar and 
embracing, and especially so 
as the songs start ringing out: 
“You’ll Never Walk Alone”.

A community of people, 
thinking largely the same thing 
and talking with the same 
accent — looking after their own 
and projecting a shared cultural 
love. So what is this, if not a new 
type of tribe?

THere is a scHOOL 
Of THOugHT THaT 
we as Humans 
Have never 
mOved away frOm 
TribaLism, we 
nOw jusT exPress 
iT differenTLy. 
we migHT nOT 
Live in individuaL 
cOmmuniTies 
THe way THaT 
sOme indigenOus 
PeOPLe sTiLL  
dO — buT we're 
aLL sTiLL ParT  
Of Tribes

oLd
LadakHi
The people of Ladakh (which means land of 
the passes), live in starkly beautiful valleys in 
northern India. Ladakhi women are just as 
striking, clad in robes of heavy Chinese silk 
studded with pearls, turquoise stones, coral and 
amber. Women from less well-off families will 
wear robes made of coarse home-spun wool.

NEW
LarPers
LARP or Live Action Roleplay encompasses a 
whole universe of merry geeks who act out their 
fantasies. There are those who grimly recreate 
historic battles, fantasy fans who dress as wizards 
and orcs and quaff pints of mead, and Trekkies 
who pay homage to episodes of Star Trek, to 
name just a few. LARPING was born out of 
Dungeons and Dragons tabletop games in the 
1970s, and has become a global obsession.

THird cuLTure kids
As it becomes ever more common for families to 
uproot themselves from their home country for 
work, Third Culture Kids become increasingly 
common. TCK’s therefore grow up outside 
their traditional culture, with, for example, a 
"Japanese" expat growing up in Kenya, studying 
in Canada and eventually working in Paris. 

nOrmcOre
Normcore grew as a direct response to eye-
catching fashion trends such as hipsterism. 
Put simply, it revels in unpretentions, average 
clothes — think vanilla, not mint chocolate chip 
with sprinkles. Jerry from Seinfeld is pretty much 
the patron saint, with his comfy jeans, plain 
sweatshirts and sneakers. 

gaucHOs
There is room to roam in the Argentinian 
pampas, or rolling land of grass and herbs. Today, 
though, few gauchos wander the praries. Before 
the 19th century these skilled cattle tenders and 
horsemen were masters of the domain, but as 
time progressed commercial cattle ranchers eked 
them out of existence.

MEET THE TRIBESMEN
old and new tribes
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there is a school of thought that we 
as humans have never moved away 
from tribalism, we now just express it 
differently. We might not live in individual 
communities the way that some 
indigenous people still do — but we’re 
all still part of tribes. A football club is 
just one example of our desire to belong 
to a defined group, with a similar outlook 
and ideology.

the french sociologist Michel 
Maffesoli pioneered the term neo-
tribalism, or modern tribalism — the 
idea that human beings, even in our 
modern mass society, will nevertheless 
gravitate to tribal norms, taking the  
form of social networks. 

In some respects our local 
identification has broken down. We 
commute ever-longer distances to  
work, we move around to seek new 
jobs or new experiences, and we are 
connected to the world through media 
and internet, which inevitably diminishes 
the focus on small-scale friendships 
and community. but neotribalism 
simply argues that, in the absence of 
those things, we seek to find the same 
patterns and connections in other ways.

One obvious example of this is the 
idea of belonging to a gang. Many 
examples of this are criminal — such as 
the Italian Cosa Nostra (“Our thing”), 
or mafia, the Chinese triads or the 
Japanese Yakuza — who come together 
not only through organised crime but, 
particularly in the Italian case, for a 
sense of belonging to an ideology — and 

experiencing protection through membership of it. that sure  
sounds like a tribe.

Other gangs are much more about a sense of identity, rather 
than lawlessness for the sake of it (though the two do tend to go 
hand in hand). think of the Jets and the Sharks of West Side Story; 
or the mods and rockers of 1960s british youth. Or biker gangs such 
as the Hells Angels. they are tribes too.

Music, too, can be tribal. Many people like a certain style of 
music not only because they like how it sounds, but because they 
identify with it and feel that it speaks to them, or is an expression 
of their own lives. Hip hop is perhaps the most potent modern 
example of this, growing out of local roots (the underprivileged and 
marginalised South bronx in New York) and globalising from there. 

In its early days, hip hop was an artistic variation of the 
competition between street gangs, and a welcome one at that, 
turning tension into expression. It was out of this idea that Afrika 
bambaataa, a pioneering hip hop DJ, formed the Zulu Nation, whose 
original intention was to take reformed South bronx gang members 
and organise them into dance and musical movements. Everything 
about Zulu Nation, including its name, suggests the welcoming 
commonality of a tribe.

TRIBALLY WIRED
So, as the Sentinelese and the uncontacted Amazonian Indians go 
about their daily lives, no doubt wondering about the aircraft and 
boats they sometimes see but are otherwise remote, perhaps there 
are elements of their lives that we can not only learn about, but that 
we already have without realising it. that no matter how complex 
and interconnected modern life becomes, we will always gravitate to 
a sense of shared belonging. to a tribe.
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tribalism

A MEMbER Of tHE JApANESE 
YAkuZA tAkAHASHI-GuMI CRIME 
SYNDICAtE WAVES A fAN tO DIRECt 
HIS fRIENDS AND COLLEAGuES 
WHO ARE CARRYING tHEIR MikoShi, 
A pORtAbLE SHRINE tO bRING 
It tO tHE fRONt Of SENSO-JI 
SHRINE tO bE bLESSED, AS pARt 
Of tHE SECOND DAY Of tHE SANJA 
fEStIVAL IN tOkYO

the yakUza
Full-body, intricate 

tattoo art, is the 
most iconic of 

the Yakuza, but is 
perhaps the most 

difficult to identify 
unless you’re half 
naked in an onsen 

resort or public bath. 
A more effective way 
to tell if someone is 
Yakuza is to check 
if a part, all or both 
pinkies are missing 

due to yubitsume 
or punishment by 

chopping off a part of 
one’s own digits

The number of people sTill living in 
TradiTional Tribes, according To survival 
inTernaTional, a chariTy dedicaTed To 
preserving These vulnerable indigenous 
peoples, who face desTrucTion and 
evicTion from governmenTs, loggers and 
climaTe change

Time iT Took for phoTographer Jimmy 
nelson To visiT 44 counTries documenTing 
35 Tribes for his book Before They 
Pass away. nelson's mosT memorable 
experiences include:

accidenTally peeing himself on a 
parTicularly cold day because he 
was unable To remove eighT layers of 
winTer-proof cloThing. he was Then 
chased by reindeers searching for salT 
in his urine

searching The siberian plains for 
weeks, driving a russian Tank in minus 
50 degrees celsius, looking for a Tribe 
wiTh 60 people lefT

realising The pace of change: “The world 
is changing rapidly, especially The lasT 
few years, Through digiTilisaTion and The 
connecTedness of people. some Tribes 
will have four wheel drive Jeeps in a 
few years.” 

number of fans manchesTer uniTed 
claims To have worldwide. iT also boasTs 
ThaT any Time one of Their maTches is on, 
one in Ten of The world's seven billion 
people will be following iT in some form

if all of manchesTer uniTed's followers 
lived TogeTher, They would be The Third 
mosT populous counTry on The planeT, 
bigger Than indonesia, brazil and 
pakisTan combined

counTries around The world wiTh a 
significanT number of Tribal people

iT is, of course, noT easy To esTimaTe how 
many unconTacTed Tribes remain on The 
planeT. rebecca spooner, a member of 
survival inTernaTional, esTimaTes There 
are abouT 100, mosTly in amazonia and 
new guinea
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