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CARVING THE WORLD’S LARGEST STATUE IS A BIG 
JOB. YOU ONLY START IT IF YOU THINK SOMEONE 
ELSE CAN FINISH IT. AND KORCZAK ZIOLKOWSKI 
THOUGHT JUST THAT. BY CHRIS WRIGHT

From a formless bulk of granite, 
the Ziolkowski family drew out 
the face of a man who has been 
immortalised in history books 
throughout the United States.

IDEA
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ACHIEVE THE DREAM

CHIP OFF THE OLD BLOCK                   171 m high, 195 m long: Size of sculpture if finished according to Korczak’s plans.           Approx. 67 m: Height of horse’s head when completed.                                                Approx. 18 m: Height of faces on Mount Rushmore.

From some distance away, the sculpture (top) looks just like any other piece of in-progress artwork. Then 
the viewer notices the tiny figures beside it and realises they’re people; the scale of the project finally 
sinks in. This colossus has kept Ruth Ziolkowski (above) and her family busy for most of her life. 

Monique (above) converts scale models to reality, 
a vital role. The Welcome Centre o!ers a glimpse 
into the past (middle) and future (top right).

The 1948 site dedication was attended by five of the nine survivors of Little Bighorn, 
but attitudes have changed. Now, some Native Americans stridently oppose the 
carving, saying it is a desecration of nature and that Crazy Horse always refused to 
be photographed. But Korczak’s widow Ruth perseveres with his vision. 

“It doesn’t matter whether it’s Native Americans, Caucasians or who it is, you 
never please everyone,” she says. “But there has never been a doubt it should be 
done.” One curious fact came to light later: Korczak’s birthday (September 6) was 
the same as the day Crazy Horse died. “[Standing Bear] figured Crazy Horse’s spirit 
hovered around the world waiting for Korczak to be born,” says Ruth.

KEEPING THE FAITH



46 D I S C OV E R Y  C H A N N E L  M A G A Z I N E . C O M O C T O B E R  2 0 1 0 47

STEP BY STEP

The completed face of Crazy Horse is almost 27 metres high – this compares to around 18 metres for the faces on     27 m: Height of 27 m: Height of completed face of Crazy Horse.               621 m: Length of pipeline needed to get compressed air to the mountaintop for the jackhammer.

OPENING JUST  
ONE EYE TOOK 
FOUR MONTHS, 
550 BORE HOLES 
AND 396 METRES 
OF DRILLING Although the Ziolkowski family has always 

been and continues to be the backbone of 
the operation, others have inevitably been 
drawn in. Not surprising, considering the 
scale of this monumental undertaking.

Casimir gets to press a 
button and blow things 
up as part of his job. 
Even better, he does so 
with parental approval! 
Why can’t the rest of us 
be so lucky?
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It took 11 years and four generations to bring 
Crazy Horse’s face out in all its glory. Who 
knows how much longer it will take for the 
rest of his body plus his horse to emerge?
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AN AUDACIOUS 
DISPLAY OF 
CRAFTSMANSHIP 
– CARVING THE 
LARGEST STATUE 
IN THE WORLD OUT 
OF A MOUNTAIN

  1977: Biggest blast ever, removed 40,000 tonnes of rock in one hit.                183 m: Height of staircase to get to the top of the mountain.                 666 litres of paint: Used to draw the outline of the horse’s head on the mountain.                           80 m: Length of Crazy Horse’s arm when carved.  


